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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1481

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES BRAY AND HANAWAY (Co-sponsors).

Read 1% time January 16, 2002, and 1000 copies ordered printed.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk
3878L.02I

AN ACT

To amend chapter 210, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to foster parent rights
and responsibilities.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 210, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 210.566, to read as follows:

210.566. 1. Thestateand itscontractorsshall treat foster parentswith courtesy,
respect, and consider ation. Foster parentsshall treat thechildrenintheir care, thechild's
birth family, and members of the child welfare team with courtesy, respect, and
consideration.

2. (1) The state and its contractors shall provide foster parents with training,
preservice and in-service, and support. The state and its contractors shall share all
pertinent infor mation about the child and the child'sfamily, including but not limited to,
the case plan with the foster parentsto assist in determining if a child would be a proper
placement. The state and itscontractorsshall inform the foster parentsof issuesrelative
tothechild that may jeopardizethe health or safety of thefoster family. Thestateand its
contractor s shall arrange preplacement visits, except in emergencies. Thefoster parents
may ask questionsabout thechild'scaseplan, encour ageaplacement or refuseaplacement
without reprisal from the caseworker or agency. After aplacement, the state shall update
thefoster parentsasnew information about the child isgathered. Foster parentsshall be
informed of upcoming meetings and staffings, and shall be allowed to participate,
consistent with section 210.761. Thestateshall establish reasonably accessiblerespitecare
for children in foster carefor short periods of time, jointly determined by foster parents
and the child's casewor ker pursuant to section 210.545.
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(2) Foster parentsshall treat all information received from thestateabout thechild
and the child's family as confidential. Foster parents shall share information they may
learn about the child and thechild'sfamily with the casewor ker and other member sof the
child welfareteam. Recognizing that placement changes aredifficult for children, foster
parentsshall seek all necessary information, and participatein preplacement visits, before
deciding whether to accept a child for placement. Foster parents shall follow all
procedures defined by the state for requesting and using respite care.

3. (1) Foster parents shall make decisions about the daily living concerns of the
child, and shall be permitted to continue the practice of their own family values and
routines. All disciplineshall beconsistent with statelawsand regulations. Thestate shall
allow foster parentsto help plan visitation between the child and the child's biological
family.

(2) Foster parents shall provide care that is respectful of the child's cultural
identity, values, and needs. Foster parentsshall recognize that the purpose of discipline
is to teach, and ensure that it is administered in a humane and sensitive manner.
Recognizingthat visitation with family member sisan important right, foster parentsshall
be flexible and cooperativein regard to family visits.

4. (1) Consistent with state laws and regulations, the state shall provide, upon
request by the foster parents, information about a child's progress after the child leaves
foster care. Except in emergencies, foster parentsshall be given advance notice consistent
with division policy, and awritten statement of thereasonsbeforea child isremoved from
their care. If a child reentersthe foster care system, the child's foster parents shall be
consider ed asa placement option. If achild becomesfreefor adoption whilein foster care,
the child's foster family shall be given first consideration as adoptive parents consistent
with section 453.070, RSMo.

(2) Confidentiality rightsof thechild and thechild'sparentsshall berespected and
maintained. Foster parentsshall inform the child's caseworker of their interest if a child
reentersthe system. If a foster child becomes free for adoption and the foster parents
desireto adopt thechild, they shall inform the caseworker in atimely manner. If they do
not choose to pursue adoption, foster parents shall make every effort to support and
encour agethechild'splacement in aper manent home. When requesting removal of achild
from their home, foster parents shall give reasonable advance notice, consistent with
division policy, to the child's caseworker, except in emer gency situations.

5. (1) Foster parents shall beinformed in a timely manner of all court hearings
pertaining to a child in their care, and informed of their right to attend and participate,
consistent with section 211.464, RSMo.
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55 (2) Foster parentsshall shareany concernsregarding the case plan for a child in
56 their carewith thechild'scaseworker, aswell asother membersof thechild welfareteam,
57 inatimely manner.

58 6. Foster parentsshall havetimely accessto the child placement agency's appeals
59 process, and shall be free from acts of retaliation when exercising the right to appeal.
60 Foster parents shall know and follow the policies of the state, including the appeals
61 procedure.



