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AN ACT

Toamend chapter 170, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to phonicsinstruction.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 170, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 170.014, to read as follows:

170.014. 1. Thissection shall be known asthe " Reading Instruction Act” and is
enacted to ensure that all public schools provide developmentally appropriate phonics
instruction in gradeskinder garten through four asa significant component of a program
of balanced reading instruction and that all teachers who teach reading in grades
kindergarten through four receive adequate training in the teaching of developmentally
appropriate phonics.

2. Asused in this section, the following terms mean:

(1) " Developmentally appropriate” , instruction and interaction within theageand
developmental level of thelearner, as ascertained by the best current research;

(2) "Grammar", the rules and conventions of standard English, including the
construction of sentences, the classification, derivation and properties of words, and
spelling;

(3) "Phonicsinstruction”, the teaching of sound-symbol correspondence and the
rulesand generalizationsthat gover n these correspondences, including phonemics, which
istherecognition of the boundaries of phonetic elements.

3. Developmentally appropriate phonics instruction shall be provided in every
public school in the statein gradeskinder garten through four asa significant component
of aprogram of balanced reading instruction. Each school district shall makean effort to
systematically inform parentsof themethodsand materialsused toteach readingin grades
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kindergarten through four. Nothing in thisact shall be construed to require that every
child be taught phonics; however, developmentally appropriate phonicsinstruction shall
be available in every elementary school building.

4. By July 1, 2005, the state board of education shall establish or adopt a teacher
competency test or tests in grammar and in developmentally appropriate phonics
instruction.

5. On and after July 1, 2006, no teacher shall be certified to teach readingin the
public schools of this state in grades kindergarten through four, either as a reading
specialist or as a classroom teacher, unless the teacher has passed competency tests
established or adopted by the state board on developmentally appropriate phonics
instruction and on grammar. Such tests may be administered before the prospective
teacher graduatesfrom college.



