O© 0 NO Ol & WN

e e o el =
oo ~NOO O WDN - O

SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1990

91ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE GREEN (15).

Read 1% time February 19, 2002, and 1000 copies ordered printed.
TED WEDEL, Chief Clerk
2364L.01l

AN ACT

To repeal section 193.145, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof one new section relating to the
issuance of a death certificate for stillborn babies.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 193.145, RSMo, is repealed and one new section enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as section 193.145, to read as follows:

193.145. 1. A certificate of death for each death which occursin this state shall befiled
withthelocal registrar, or asotherwisedirected by the stateregistrar, within five days after death
and shall be registered if such certificate has been completed and filed pursuant to this section.
Upon request of thepar ents, acertificateof death for astillborn child, asdefined in section
194.200, RSMo, shall befiled and registered in the same manner as stated above.

2. If the place of death isunknown but the dead body isfound in this state, the certificate
of death shall be completed and filed pursuant to the provisions of thissection. The placewhere
the body is found shall be shown as the place of death. The date of death shall be the date on
which the remains were found.

3. When death occursin amoving conveyance in the United States and the body isfirst
removed from the conveyancein thisstate, the death shall beregisteredinthisstate and the place
wherethe body isfirst removed shall be considered the place of death. When a death occurson
amoving conveyance whilein international waters or air space or in aforeign country or itsair
space and the body is first removed from the conveyance in this state, the death shall be
registered in this state but the certificate shall show the actual place of death if such place may
be determined.

4. Thefuneral director or person acting as such in charge of final disposition of the dead
body shall file the certificate of death. The funeral director shall obtain:
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(1) The persona data from the next of kin or the best qualified person or source
available; and

(2) The medical certification from the person responsible for such certification.

5. The medical certification shall be completed, signed, and returned to the funera
director or person acting as such within seventy-two hours after death by the physicianin charge
of the patient's care for the illness or condition which resulted in death. In the absence of the
physician or with the physician's approval the certificate may be completed and signed by the
physician's associate physician, the chief medical officer of the institution in which death
occurred, or the physician who performed an autopsy upon the decedent, provided such
individual has accessto the medical history of the case, views the deceased at or after death and
death isdueto natural causes. The Social Security number of any individual who has died shall
be placed in the records relating to the death and recorded on the death certificate.

6. When death occurs from natural causes more than thirty-six hours after the decedent
was last treated by a physician, the case shall be referred to the county medical examiner or
coroner or physician or local registrar for investigation to determine and certify the cause of
death. If the death is determined to be of a natural cause, the medical examiner or coroner or
local registrar shall refer the certificate of death to the attending physician for such physician's
certification. If theattending physicianrefusesor isotherwiseunavail able, themedical examiner
or coroner or local registrar shall sign the certificate of death within thirty-six hours.

7. If the circumstances suggest that the death was caused by other than natural causes,
the medical examiner or coroner shall determine the cause of death and shall complete and sign
the medical certification within seventy-two hours after taking charge of the case.

8. If the cause of death cannot be determined within seventy-two hours after death, the
attending medical examiner or coroner or attending physician or local registrar shall give the
funeral director, or person acting as such, notice of the reason for the delay, and final disposition
of the body shall not be made until authorized by the medical examiner or coroner, attending
physician or local registrar.

9. When adeath is presumed to have occurred within this state but the body cannot be
located, a death certificate may be prepared by the state registrar upon receipt of an order of a
court of competent jurisdiction which shall include the finding of facts required to completethe
death certificate. Such adeath certificate shall be marked "Presumptive’, show on its face the
date of registration, and identify the court and the date of decree.



