4006S. 02C
SENATE COW TTEE SUBSTI TUTE

FOR
HOUSE BI LL NO 1548
AN ACT
To repeal section 191.925, RSMb, and to enact in lieu

t hereof one new section relating to newborn hearing
screeni ng program

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI
AS FOLLOWG:

Section A Section 191.925, RSMo, is repeal ed and one new
section enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as section 191. 925,
to read as follows:

191.925. 1. Effective January 1, 2002, every infant born
in this state shall be screened for hearing | oss in accordance
wi th the provisions of sections [191.225] 191.925 to 191.937 and
section 376. 685, RSM.

2. The screening procedure shall include the use of at
| east one of the follow ng physiol ogical technol ogies:

(1) Automated or diagnostic auditory brainstemresponse
(ABR) ;

(2) Qoacoustic em ssions (QAE); or

(3) O her technol ogi es approved by the departnent of health
and seni or services.

3. Every newborn delivered on or after January 1, 2002, in
an anbul atory surgical center or hospital shall be screened for
hearing |l oss prior to discharge of the infant fromthe facility.

Any facility that transfers a newborn for further acute care

prior to conpletion of the newborn hearing screening shall notify




the receiving facility of the status of the newborn hearing

screening. The receiving facility shall be responsible for the

conpl etion of the newborn hearing screening. Such facilities

shall report the screening results on all newborns to the parents
or guardi an of the newborn, and the departnent of health and
senior services in a manner prescribed by the departnent.

4. |If a newborn is delivered in a place other than the
facilities listed in subsection 3 of this section, the physician
or person who professionally undertakes the pediatric care of the
infant shall ensure that the newborn hearing screening is
performed within three nonths of the date of the infant's birth.
Such physicians and persons shall report the screening results on
all newborns to the parents or guardi an of the newborn, and the
departnment of health and senior services in a manner prescribed
by the departnent.

5. The provisions of this section shall not apply if the
parents of the newborn or infant object to such testing on the
grounds that such tests conflict with their religious tenets and
practi ces.

6. As provided in subsection 5 of this section, the parent
of any child who fails to have the hearing screening test
adm nistered after notice of the requirenment for such test shal
have such refusal docunented in witing. Such physicians,
persons or administrators shall obtain the witten refusal and
make such refusal part of the nedical record of the infant, and
shall report such refusal to the departnent of health and senior
services in a manner prescribed by the departnent.

7. The physician or person who professionally undertakes



the pediatric care of the newborn, and adm ni strators of

anbul atory surgical centers or hospitals shall provide to the
parents or guardi ans of newborns a witten packet of educational

i nformati on devel oped and supplied by the department of health
and senior services describing the screening, how it is
conducted, the nature of the hearing |oss, and the possible
consequences of treatnent and nontreatnent for hearing | oss prior
to adm nistering the screening.

8. Al facilities or persons described in subsections 3 and
4 of this section who voluntarily provide hearing screening to
newborns prior to January 1, 2002, shall report such screening
results to the departnment of health in a manner prescribed by the
depart nment .

9. Al facilities or persons described in subsections 3 and
4 of this section shall provide the parents or guardi ans of
newborns who fail the hearing screening with educati onal
material s that:

(1) Conmunicate the inportance of obtaining further hearing
screeni ng or diagnostic audi ol ogi cal assessnent to confirm or
rul e out hearing |oss;

(2) Identify comunity resources available to provide
rescreeni ng and di agnosti c audi ol ogi cal assessnents; and

(3) Provide other information as prescribed by the
departnment of health and senior services.

10. Any person who acts in good faith in conplying with the
provi sions of this section by reporting the newborn hearing
screening results to the departnment of health and senior services

shall not be civilly or crimnally liable for furnishing the



information required by this section.

11. The departnment of health and senior services shal
provi de audi ol ogi cal and admi nistrative technical support to
facilities and persons inplenenting the requirenments of this
section, including, but not limted to, assistance in:

(1) Selecting state-of-the-art newborn hearing screening
equi pnent ;

(2) Devel oping and inpl enenting newborn hearing screening
procedures that result in appropriate failure rates;

(3) Developing and inplenenting training for individuals
adm ni stering screeni ng procedures;

(4) Developing and distributing educational materials for
famlies;

(5) ldentifying conmunity resources for delivery of
rescreening and pedi atric audi ol ogi cal assessnent services; and

(6) Inplenmenting reporting requirenents.

Such audi ol ogi cal technical support shall be provided by
i ndividuals qualified to adm ni ster newborn and infant hearing

screening, rescreening and di agnosti c audi ol ogi cal assessnent.



