3242L. 01l
AN ACT
To anend chapter 376, RSMb, by adding thereto

one new section relating to health insurance
coverage for children's hearing aids.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF M SSOURI,
AS FOLLONG

Section A Chapter 376, RSMo, is anended by adding thereto
one new section, to be known as section 376.1221, to read as
foll ows:

376.1221. 1. Every health carrier, as defined in section

376.1350, offering health benefit plans that are delivered,

i ssued for delivery, continued, or renewed after January 1, 2005,

shall provide coverage for hearing aids and associ ated heari ng

eval uati ons and consunmabl e supplies that are prescri bed and

di spensed by appropriately licensed professionals to dependent

children through age nineteen under a policy, contract, or plan.

2. The hearing aids covered pursuant to this section shall:

(1) Be an electronic, wearable device designed for the

pur pose of aiding or conpensating for human heari ng | oss and any

parts, attachnents, or accessories, including earnplds; and

(2) Be of a design and circuitry to optimze audibility and

listening skills in the environnent commonly experienced by

chi |l dr en.

3. The coverage provided by this section shall include

coverage for replacenent hearing aids for the child at | east once
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every three vears.

4. A health carrier subject to this section shall not cap

the benefit payable for hearing aids to | ess than one thousand

two hundred fifty dollars per hearing aid for each ear with a

hearing loss. An insured or enrollee may choose a hearing aid

that costs nore than the benefit payable and may pay the

difference between the cost of the hearing aid and the benefit

payabl e wi thout financial or contractual penalty to the provider

of the hearing aid.

5. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a health carrier

from providing coverage that is greater than or nore favorable to

enroll ees than the coverage provided by this section.

6. Coverage and benefits related to the health care

services required by this section shall be at | east as favorable

and subject to the sane dollar limts, deductibles and co-

paynents as other covered benefits or services. No health

carrier subject to this section shall request or require hearing

acuity information fromor about persons applying for coverage.

7. This section shall not apply to a suppl enental insurance

policy, including a life care contract, accident-only policy,

specified di sease policy, hospital policy providing a fixed daily

benefit only, Mdicare supplenent policy, long-termcare policy,

short-term mpjor nedical policies of six nonths or |ess duration,

or _any other supplenental policy as deternined by the director of




t he department of insurance.

8. The director of the departnment of insurance may

pronul gate rules to i nplenment the provisions of this section.

Any rule or portion of a rule, as that termis defined in section

536.010, RSMb, that is created under the authority del egated in

this section shall becone effective only if it conplies with and

is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if

applicable, section 536.028, RSMb. This section and chapter 536,

RSMb, are nonseverable and if any of the powers vested with the

general assenbly pursuant to chapter 536, RSMb, to review, to

delay the effective date or to disapprove and annul a rule are

subsegquently held unconstitutional, then the grant of rul enaking

authority and any rule proposed or adopted after Auqust 28, 2004,

shall be invalid and voi d.




