HB 1120 -- Shaken Baby Syndrone
Sponsor: Pratt

This bill creates the Shaken Baby Syndrone Education Act of 2004.
In its main provisions, the bill

(1) Requires the Departnment of Health and Senior Services to
establish and develop rules to inplenent an educational and
awar eness program concer ni ng shaken baby syndrone;

(2) Contains various definitions for “shaken baby syndrone,”
“infant,” “birth center,” and “comm tnent statenment”;

(3) Requires the departnment to distribute understandabl e
information and instructional materials regardi ng shaken baby
syndrone which include the nedical effects on newborns, infants,
and young chil dren;

(4) Allows parents, adoptive parents, and |legal guardians to
voluntarily sign a comm tnment statenent prior to discharge froma
birth center or hospital indicating an understandi ng of the
materi al s provided on shaken baby syndrone;

(5) Requires the information and instructional materials
concerni ng shaken baby syndronme be provided to parents and
guardi ans wi thout cost by licensed birth centers and hospitals;
and

(6) Requires the departnment to inprove the capacity of hone and
comuni ty-based services available to victins of shaken baby
syndrome. |In addition, the departnent is required to work with
appropriate |ocal and state agencies, comunity and busi ness

| eaders, and organi zations in order to nmaxim ze public and
private resources concerning the prevention of shaken baby

syndr one.



