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AN ACT

Torepeal section 192.935, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sectionsrelatingto vision
examinations for school children.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Section 192.935, RSMo, is repealed and two new sections enacted in lieu
thereof, to be known as sections 167.195 and 192.935, to read as follows:

167.195. 1. Beginning July 1, 2006, every child enrolling in kindergarten or first
gradein apublic elementary school in thisstate, or in aHead Start program in this state,
shall receive at least one comprehensive vision examination performed by a state licensed
optometrist or ophthalmologist. The examination, or a copy of aprior examination if the
child has previoudy received a vision examination under this section, shall be submitted
to the school or Head Start program no later than January first of thefirst year in which
the student isenrolled at the school or program.

2. Thestateboard of education shall promulgaterulesfor thecriteriafor meeting
therequirementsof subsection 1 of thissection, which may include, but arenot limited to,
forms or other proof of such examination, or other rules as are necessary for the
enfor cement of this section.

3. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education, in conjunction with the
department of health and senior services, shall compile and maintain a list of sourcesto

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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which children who may need vision examinations or children who have been found to
need further examination or vision correction may bereferred for treatment on afreeor
reduced cost basis. The sources may include individuals, and federal, state, local
government, and private programs. The department of elementary and secondary
education shall ensurethat thesuperintendent of schools, theprincipal of each elementary
school, the school nurse or other person responsible for school health services, and the
parent organization for each district elementary school receivesan updated copy of thelist
each year prior to school opening. Professional and service or ganizations concer ned with
vision health may assist in gathering and disseminating the information, at the direction
of the department of elementary and secondary education.

4. Any ruleor portion of arule, asthat term isdefined in section 536.010, RSMo,
that is created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if
it complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, ar enonsever able
and if any of the power svested with thegener al assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSM o,
toreview, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2005, shall beinvalid and void.

192.935. 1. There is hereby created in the state treasury the "Blindness Education,
Screening and Treatment Program Fund”. The fund shall consist of moneys donated pursuant
to subsection 7 of section 301.020, RSMo, and subsection 3 of section 302.171, RSMo.
Unexpended balances in the fund at the end of any fiscal year shall not be transferred to the
general revenue fund or any other fund, the provisions of section 33.080, RSMo, to the contrary
notwithstanding.

2. Subject totheavailability of fundsin the blindness education, screening and treatment
program fund, the department shall develop a blindness education, screening and treatment
program to provide blindness prevention education and to provide screening and treatment for
persons who do not have adequate coverage for such services under a health benefit plan.

3. The program shall provide for:

(1) Public education about blindness and other eye conditions;

(2) Screenings and eye examinations to identify conditions that may cause blindness;
[and]

(3) Treatment procedures necessary to prevent blindness;

(4) Vision examinationsunder section 167.195, RSM o, for those children for whom
public or private health insurance does not cover the cost of the examination.

4. Thedepartment may contract for program devel opment with any department-approved
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nonprofit organization dealing with regional and community blindness education, eye donor and
vision treatment services.
5. Thedepartment may adopt rulesto prescribe eligibility requirementsfor the program.
6. Noruleor portion of arule promulgated pursuant to the authority of this section shall
become effective unless it has been promulgated pursuant to the provisions of chapter 536,
RSMo.



