HCS#2 HB 131 -- | MMUNI ZATI ONS
SPONSOR:  Cooper, 155 (Schaaf)

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass” by the Commttee on Health
Care Policy by a vote of 11 to O.

Begi nning April 1, 2007, this substitute requires that

I mruni zati ons adm ni stered to children under the age of three or
know ngly pregnant wonen cannot contain nore than one m crogram
of mercury per five-tenths mlliliter dose. |Insurers doing
business in Mssouri that provide coverage for immunizations on a
fee schedul e or a percentage rei nbursenent basis are required to
rei mburse for inmmunizations not containing nmercury at the sane
percentage rate of the usual and customary charges provided for

I mmuni zati ons contai ning nmercury or other preservatives begi nning
April 1, 2007. The Director of the Departnment of Health and
Senior Services is required to exenpt the use of a vaccine from
conpliance with this requirenment in the event of a public health
emer gency.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on Ceneral Revenue Fund in FY 2006, FY
2007, and FY 2008. Estimated Incone on O her State Funds of $0
to $8,000 in FY 2006, $0 in FY 2007, and $0 in FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that mercury is a neurotoxin, and
there is a concern that sone children devel op autismdue to
exposure to nmercury. Thinerosal is a mercury-containing
preservative that is used in nulti-dose vials of sonme vaccines.
Chil dren are exposed to thinerosal and nercury when they receive
vacci nations fromnulti-dose vials. There are al so questions
about the effect of mercury on the aging process. Elimnating
mer cury-based preservatives fromnulti-dose vials of vaccines
will elimnate one way in which children and adults are exposed
to nmercury. Individuals should be given information about

whet her the vaccine they are receiving contains nercury-based
preservati ves.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Schaaf; Dr. Roy

Hol and; Dr. Alan dark; Lujene Cark; Shelly Hune; Rita
Shreffler; Keith Mieller; Anthony Johnston; and Concerned Wnen
for America of M ssouri.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
OTHERS: O hers testifying on the bill say parents should be

al l owned an exenption fromrequired vaccines for their children if
the person adm ni stering the vacci ne cannot prove that it is
mercury-free.

QO hers testifying on the bill was M ssouri First.
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