HCS HB 163, 213 & 216 -- VETERANS MEDALLI ON PROGRAVS
SPONSOR:  Jackson (Smith, 14)

COW TTEE ACTION:. Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmittee on
Veterans by a vote of 11 to O.

Currently, any World War |l veteran who wants to receive a
nmedal | i on, nedal, and certificate of appreciation nust have been
a Mssouri resident before August 28, 2000, and nust have nade
application for the nedals prior to July 1, 2004. Veterans of

t he Korean War who want to receive the nedallion, nedal, and
certificate of appreciation nust have been M ssouri residents
bef ore August 28, 2003, and nust have nade application for the
nmedal s prior to January 1, 2005.

This substitute allows veterans of World War |1 or the Korean \War
to receive the nedals of appreciation as long as they are a
resident of M ssouri, had been a resident at the tine of entering
or being discharged fromthe mlitary, or had been a resident at
the time of death. The application deadlines for both nedical
programnms are renoved.

In both progranms, the substitute requires that the nedallions,
nedal s, and certificates be awarded until the supply is
exhausted. Wen there are fewer than 100 nedal | i ons, nedal s, and
certificates for either program the Adjutant General nust notify
t he General Assenbly.

The substitute has an energency cl ause.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.

PROPONENTS: Supporters of the bills say that the Adjutant

General has nedals and nedallions in his possession, but because
the prograns expired on Decenber 31, 2004, he does not have the
authority to distribute the remaining nedals to veterans who
applied after the deadline. The bills give himthe authority to
process applications received in 2005 and to distribute nedals to
VWrld War |1 and Korean War veterans. The bills will not cost
the state any additional noney and the nedal s are an inportant
way to honor our veterans.

Testifying for HB 163 were Representative Smth (14); Marine
Cor ps League; M ssouri Veterans Conm ssion; Mssouri National
Guard Associ ation; Mssouri Veterans of Foreign Wars; and

M ssouri Associ ation of Veterans O gani zations. Testifying for
HB 213 were Representative Deeken; Marine Corps League; M ssour
Vet erans Conmi ssi on; M ssouri National Guard Association;

M ssouri Veterans of Foreign Wars; and M ssouri Associ ation of
Vet erans Organi zations. Testifying for HB 216 were
Representative Pol | ock; Marine Corps League; M ssouri Veterans



Commi ssi on; M ssouri Veterans of Foreign Wars; and M ssour
Associ ation of Veterans Organi zations.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.

Alice Hurley, Legislative Analyst



