HCS HB 297 -- SCHOOL ACCOUNTABI LI TY REPORT CARDS ( Pearce)

Currently, school districts are required to produce an annual
accountability report card for each school building, distribute
copies to the households with students, and make copies avail abl e
to other nmenbers of the public upon request. This substitute
transfers the responsibility for producing the report card to the
Department of El ementary and Secondary Education, specifying that
there will be report cards for each district, each public school
building in a district, and each charter school. The report card
wi ||l be designed to satisfy federal and state statistica

di scl osure requirenments about academ c achi evenent, fi nances,
staff, and other indicators.

The substitute makes changes to the contents of the report card
and clarifies existing requirenents. The requirenment to report
participation rates in several prograns and activities is
removed. The report card must disclose each school that has been
identified as a priority school under state |aw or as needi ng

i nprovenent or requiring specific inprovenent nmeasures under
federal law. Districts nmust provide the report card information
by Decenber 1, or as soon as it is ready, and give preference to
di stribution nethods that will include the information with other
i mportant information, such as student report cards.

FI SCAL NOTE: No inpact on state funds in FY 2006, FY 2007, and
FY 2008.



