CCS SS HCS#2 HB 568 -- PROTECTI ON OF CHI LDREN

This bill changes the |laws regarding the protection of mnors.
CHI LD CUSTODY AND VI SI TATI ON

The bill:

(1) darifies the provision prohibiting a child under the care
of the state or the jurisdiction of a juvenile court from being
reunited with a parent or being placed back in the home with a
parent who has been found guilty or plead guilty to specific
crimes of sexual offenses or offenses against the famly when a
child was the victim

(2) darifies the provision allowng the Children's Division in
t he Departnent of Social Services to exercise discretion in
awar di ng custody or visitation or the placing of a child back in
the home of a parent, or any person residing in the hone, who has
been found guilty or plead guilty to any other offense;

(3) Renpbves when a parent has had a full order of protection
entered against themfromthe list of conditions preventing a
child frombeing returned to a parent;

(4) darifies the provision prohibiting a court from awardi ng
cust ody or unsupervised visitation to a parent when that parent
has been found guilty or plead guilty to specific crimnmes of
sexual offenses or offenses against the famly when a child was
the victim

(5 darifies the provision prohibiting a court fromgranting
visitation rights to the noncustodial parent if that parent or
any person residing with the parent has been found guilty or
plead guilty to specific crimes of sexual offenses or offenses
against the famly when a child was the victim

(6) Cdarifies the provision prohibiting a court from nodifying
an order granting or denying visitation rights if a parent or any
person residing with the parent has been found guilty or plead
guilty to specific crines of sexual offenses or offenses against
the famly when a child was the victim and

(7) Alows a court to appoint a guardian ad litemin any
proceedi ng all eging child abuse or negl ect.

MODEL SCHOOL WELLNESS PROGRAM

The bill establishes the Mddel School Wellness Program

adm ni stered by the Departnment of Elenmentary and Secondary
Education, to create pilot prograns in school districts
encour agi ng students to avoid tobacco use, balance their diets,



get regul ar exercise, and becone famliar with chronic nedica
conditions resulting from being overweight. School districts
receiving the grants will establish prograns that address
acaden ¢ success and encourage |inks between school and hone.
The tobacco prevention initiative will focus on fourth and fifth
grades, while the obesity prevention elenment will cover

ki ndergarten through fifth grade. The bill requires hands-on
pr of essi onal devel opnent and an eval uati on after the 2005-2006
school year that will include changes in body mass index and
measur enent of changi ng behaviors related to nutrition, physical
activity, and tobacco use.

The provisions of this section will expire six years fromthe
effective date.

ASSESSVENT AND TREATMENT SERVI CES FOR CHI LDREN

The Children’s Division will recognize and treat the needs of
at-risk and abused or neglected children under the age of 10.
Wthin 30 days of a child s entry into state custody and every
six nmonths thereafter as long as the child remains in custody,

t he division my conduct physical, devel opnental, and nental

heal th screenings. Children whose screenings indicate an area of
concern may conduct a conprehensive health, psycho-di agnostic, or
devel opnment al assessnment within 60 days of entry into custody.

| MVUNI TY FOR PRI VATE CONTRACTORS

The bill allows immunity fromcivil liability for a private
contractor with the Children’s Division providing services to
children and their famlies when the child is not in their care.
| Mmunity does not apply to a private contractor who know ngly
viol ates a departnent policy.



