HB 653 -- Commercial Mdtor Vehicles
Sponsor:  Sut herl and

This bill changes the |aws regarding the operation of commerci al
not or vehi cl es.

PRE- EMPTI ON OF COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLE LAWS

Under the bill, no I ocal |aw enforcenment officer or |ocal agency
can enforce commerci al notor vehicle equi pnment, size, travel

hei ght, and wei ght violations. Local governnents are prohibited
from adopti ng ordi nances or regul ations regardi ng the enforcenent
of commercial notor vehicle |laws. However, |ocal governnents can
adopt ordi nances or regulations restricting comercial notor
vehi cl e equi pnent, size, travel, weight, or height on roads which
are not designated as state and federal roads or are not

mai ntained with state and federal noneys.

FEDERAL MONEYS FOR COMVERCI AL MOTOR VEHI CLE ENFORCEMENT

The Superintendent of the State H ghway Patrol mnust apply for al
federal funding which is currently avail able or may becone
avai | abl e whi ch has previously been allocated to | ocal political
subdi vi si ons.

COVMERCI AL ZONES

The H ghways and Transportation Conm ssion is authorized to
enforce notor carrier regulations in comrercial zones.

EDUCATI ONAL COVPLI ANCE CONTACTS

Motor carriers may voluntarily request an educational conpliance
contact by the conmmi ssion to determ ne whether the notor carrier
is in conpliance with relevant statutes and regul ations. No
fines or penalties will be levied for violations discovered
during an educational conpliance contact. The conm ssion,
however, may take any | egal actions necessary to shut down the
operation of a notor carrier that has commtted a violation that
presents a safety issue. A notor carrier may only request one
conpliance contact every five years. A request for an
educational conpliance contact must not be a reason for the
commi ssion to performa conpliance review. NMtor carriers which
are subject to a current conplaint investigation cannot be
eligible for an educational conpliance contact.

Motor carriers will have 60 days fromthe witten rel ease of the
conpliance review findings or educational conpliance contacts to
appeal the commi ssion's decision to the Adm nistrative Hearing
Conmi ssi on.



