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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 588

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES TALBOY (Sponsor), BURNETT, WALTON GRAY,
JONES (117), HUGHES, MEINERS, CURLS, HOLSMAN, LOW AND SKAGGS (Co-sponsors).

0035L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 217, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the duties of the
board of probation and parole.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 217, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 217.693, to read as follows:

217.693. 1. To encourage and assist the governor in carrying out his or her
constitutional responsibility, theboard shall review thor oughly thecasehistory and prison
record of those offendersincarcerated in a correctional institution with a sentence that
includesfifty yearsor lifewith no possibility of parole and the offender:

(1) Hasno prior felony conviction;

(2) Hasserved at least fifteen years of such sentence; and

(3) Hasexhausted all of such offender’'s appeals, in both state and federal court.

2. Theboard, after study and review of such cases, shall prepareareport to the
governor with arecommendation to either grant or deny executive clemency. Theboard
shall makeitsreport to the governor within areasonabletime. Thisreport shall also be
given toeach offender interviewed at thesametimeit ispresented tothegovernor, ther eby
allowing them to assess their own progress.

3. Provided, however, that if the offender's:

(1) History included evidence of abuse of the offender, including physical, mental,
emotional, or sexual;
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(2) Age and maturity at the time of the crime and any contributing influence
affected the offender'sjudgment;

(3) Prior convictions, if any, included no felony convictions;

(4) Appealsin both state and federal courts have been exhausted;

Then after serving at least fifteen years of such sentence, such person shall be eligiblefor
parole.

4. Any offender released pursuant to thissection shall beunder the supervision of
the board for an amount of timeto be deter mined by the board.

5. Nothingin thissection shall limit thereview of any other offender'scasewho has
applied for clemency, nor shall it limit in any way thegover nor'spower to grant clemency.

6. The board shall consider, but not be limited to the following criteria when
making its decision:

(1) Length of time served;

(2) Prison record and self-rehabilitation efforts;

(3) Whether the history of the case included evidence of abuse of the offender,
including physical, mental, emotional or sexual;

(4) Theoffender'srolein the perpetration of the crime and the degree of violence
exhibited;

(5) If an offer of a plea bargain was made and if so, why the offender rejected or
accepted the offer;

(6) The severity of the sentence received considering the offender's role in the
crime;

(7) The age and maturity of the offender at the time of the crime and any
contributing influence affecting the offender's judgment;

(8) Whether theoffender hasgiven substantial thought to aworkable parole plan.

7. Any offender'scaser eviewed pur suant tothissection shall beagain reviewed and
a recommendation made to the governor every three years if the offender remains
incar cer ated.

8. Nothing in this section shall limit the review of any offender's case who has
applied for executive clemency, nor shall it limit in any way the governor's power togrant
clemency.
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