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FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 636

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVES HOLSMAN (Sponsor), TALBOY, ATKINS, OXFORD,
LOW AND WALTON GRAY (Co-sponsors).

0674L.011 D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapter 160, RSMo, by adding thereto one new section relating to the persistence to
graduation fund.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapter 160, RSMo, is amended by adding thereto one new section, to be
known as section 160.950, to read as follows:

160.950. 1. Thereis hereby created in the state treasury " The Persistence to
Graduation Fund", which shall consist of money collected under this section. The state
treasurer shall becustodian of thefund and may approve disbur sementsfrom thefund in
accor dance with sections 30.170 and 30.180, RSMo. Upon appropriation, money in the
fund shall be used solely for the administration of thissection. Any moneysremainingin
thefund at the end of the biennium shall revert to the credit of the general revenue fund.
Thestatetreasurer shall invest moneysin thefund in the same manner asother fundsare
invested. Any interest and moneys earned on such investments shall be credited to the
fund. The fund shall be administered by the department of elementary and secondary
education.

2. The department of elementary and secondary education shall establish a
procedur ewher eby seven-dir ector, urban, and metr opolitan school districtsmay apply for
grant awards from the persistence to graduation fund in order for such districts to
implement drop-out prevention strategies. Successful applicants under this section shall
be awarded grantsfor oneto five consecutiveyears. Upon expiration of theinitial grant,
thedistrict may reapply for an extension of the grant award for a period of time deemed

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
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appropriate by both thedistrict and the department. The department of elementary and
secondary education shall give preference to school districts that propose a holistic
approach to drop-out prevention, directed at a broad array of students, from the
prekindergarten level through early adulthood, including the following char acteristics:

(1) A collaborative approach between the school district and various community
organizations, including nonprofit organizations, local governmental organizations, law
enforcement agencies, " approved publicinstitutions' and " approved privateinstitutions"
assuchtermsaredefined in section 173.1102, RSM o, and institutionsableto deliver proven,
resear ch-based intervention services,

(2) Early intervention strategies, including family engagement, early childhood
education, early literacy development, family literacy, and mental health detection and
treatment;

(3) Increased accountability measures that track at-risk students that leave the
district;

(4) Theimplementation or augmentation of the following basic core strategies for
drop-out prevention:

(a) Mentoring;

(b) Tutoring;

(c) Alternative schooling;

(d) Career and technical education; and

(e) Beforeor after school programs,

(5) Theimplementation of early intervention strategies for students who display
strong indicatorsthat they will not persist to graduation.

3. Grants awarded under this section shall be restricted to school districts that
display at least one of the following criteria:

(1) Thedistrict hasnot met thegraduation rateindicated on itsmost current annual
performance review;

(2) Thedistrict is classified as unaccredited, provisionally accredited, or interim
accredited by the state board of education;

(3) The district obtained a score on its most recent annual performance review
consistent with the classification of provisionally accredited or unaccredited.

4. Thedepartment of elementary and secondary education shall promulgaterules,
no later than January 15, 2010, for the implementation of this section, including:

(1) A procedure by which funds shall be allocated to the applying school districts;
and
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(2) A meansto judge the effectiveness of the drop-out prevention programs of the
districtsthat receive grants under this program.

Any rule or portion of a rule, asthat term is defined in section 536.010, RSMo, that is
created under the authority delegated in this section shall become effective only if it
complies with and is subject to all of the provisions of chapter 536, RSMo, and, if
applicable, section 536.028, RSMo. Thissection and chapter 536, RSM o, arenonseverable
and if any of the power svested with the general assembly pur suant to chapter 536, RSM o,
to review, to delay the effective date, or to disapprove and annul a rule are subsequently
held unconstitutional, then the grant of rulemaking authority and any rule proposed or
adopted after August 28, 2009, shall beinvalid and void.

5. The department of elementary and secondary education may cease award
paymentstoany district at any timeif thedepartment determinesthat such fundsarebeing
misused or if thedistrict'sdrop-out prevention program isdeemed to be ineffectual. Any
decision to discontinue paymentsof such fundsshall be presented totheapplicabledistrict
in writing at least thirty days prior to the cessation of fund payments.

6. The department of elementary and secondary education shall report to the
general assembly and to the governor, no later than January fifteenth annually:

(1) Therecipientsand amountsof the grants awarded under this section; and

(2) Thepersistencetograduation datafromtheprecedingfiveyearsfor each district
awarded grants under this section.

7. Thegeneral assembly shall annually appropriatean amount sufficient toproperly
fund the provisionsof this section, which shall be aminimum of five million dollarsin any
fiscal year.

8. Pursuant to section 23.253, RSMo, of the Missouri sunset act:

(1) The provisions of the new program authorized under this section shall sunset
automatically six year s after the effective date of this section unlessreauthorized by an act
of the general assembly; and

(2) If such programisreauthorized, theprogram authorized under thissection shall
sunset automatically twelve years after the effective date of the reauthorization of this
section; and

(3) Thissection shall terminateon September first of thecalendar year immediately
following the calendar year in which the program authorized under this section is sunset.

v



