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FIRST REGULAR SESSION
[RE-CORRECTED]
[TRULY AGREED TO AND FINALLY PASSED]
SENATE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 544

95TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
0733S.02T 2009

AN ACT

To amend chapters 8, 33 and 37, RSMo, by adding thereto three new sections relating to the
oversight of public funds.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapters 8, 33 and 37, RSMo, are amended by adding thereto three new
sections, to be known as sections 8.016, 33.850 and 37.850, to read as follows:

8.016. Thecommissioner of the office of administration shall provideeach member
of the senate and each member of the house with a key that accessesthe dome of the state
capitol.

33.850. 1. Thereishereby established a joint committee of the general assembly,
which shall be known as the "Joint Committee on Recovery Accountability and
Transparency”, to coordinate and conduct oversight of covered fundsto prevent fraud,
waste, and abuse.

2. The committee shall consist of the following four members:

(1) Two membersof the senate appointed by the president pro tem of the senate,
oneof which shall befrom the majority party and one of which shall befrom theminority
party; and

(2) Two members of the house of representatives appointed by the speaker of the
house of representatives, one of which shall be from the majority party and one of which
shall befrom the minority party.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.
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3. The appointment of the senate and house members shall continue during the
member'sterm of officeasamember of thegeneral assembly or until a successor hasbeen
appointed to fill the member's place when his or her term of office as a member of the
general assembly has expired.

4. Thecommittee shall coor dinate and conduct over sight of cover ed fundsin or der
to prevent fraud, waste, and abuse, including:

(1) Reviewing whether thereporting of contractsand grantsusing cover ed funds
meetsapplicablestandar dsand specifiesthepurposeof thecontract or grant and measures
of performance;

(2) Reviewingwhether competition requirementsapplicabletocontractsand grants
using covered funds have been satisfied;

(3) Determining whether the funds received from the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act, as passed by the 111" United States Congr ess, should be utilized to buy
back a portion of the state’sunredeemed tax creditsat a discounted rate;

(4) Reviewing cover ed fundstodeter minewhether wasteful spending, poor contract
or grant management, or other abuses are occurring and referring mattersit considers
appropriate for investigation to the attorney general or the agency that disbursed the
covered funds; and

(5) Receivingregular reportsfromthecommissioner of theofficeof administration,
or hisor her designee, concerning covered funds.

5. The committee shall submit annual reports to the governor and general
assembly, includingthesenateappr opriationscommitteeand housebudget committee, that
summarize the findings of the committee with regard to its dutiesin subsection 4 of this
section. All reportssubmitted under thissubsection shall be made publicly availableand
posted on thegover nor'sweb site, thegener al assembly web site, and each stateagency web
site. Any portion of areport submitted under thissubsection may beredacted when made
publicly available, if that portion would disclose information that is not subject to
disclosure under chapter 610, RSMo, or any other provision of state law.

6. (1) The committee shall make recommendations to agencies on measures to
prevent fraud, waste, and abuse relating to covered funds.

(2) Not later than thirty daysafter receipt of arecommendation under subdivision
(1) of this subsection, an agency shall submit a report to the governor and general
assembly, includingthesenateappropriationscommitteeand housebudget committee, and
the committee that states:

(&) Whether the agency agreesor disagreeswith therecommendations; and

(b) Any actionsthe agency will take to implement the recommendations.
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7. (1) Thecommittee may:

(@) Review auditsfrom the state auditor and conduct reviewsrelating to covered
funds; and

(b) Receiveregular testimony from the state auditor relating to audits of covered
funds.

(2) Inconductingreviewsunder thissubsection, thecommitteemay issuesubpoenas
to compel the testimony of persons who are not federal officers or employees and may
enfor ce such subpoenasin the same manner as provided by the supreme court rules.

8. (1) Not later than thirty days after the date on which all initial membersof the
committeehavebeen appointed, thecommitteeshall hold itsfirst meeting. Thereafter, the
committee shall meet at the call of the chairperson of the committee.

(2) A majority of the members of the committee shall constitute a quorum, but a
lesser number of members may hold hearings.

9. Thecommitteemay hold such hearings, sit and act at such timesand places, take
such testimony, and receive such evidence as the committee considers advisable to carry
out the provisions of this section. Each agency of this state shall cooperate with any
request of the committee to provide such information as the committee deems necessary
tocarry out the provisionsof thissection. Upon request of thecommittee, thehhead of each
agency shall furnish such information to the committee. The head of each agency shall
make all officers and employees of that agency available to provide testimony to the
committee and committee personnel. The committee may issue subpoenasto compel the
testimony of personswho are not federal officers or employees at such public hearings.
Any such subpoenas may be enforced in the same manner as provided by the supreme
court rules.

10. The committee may enter into contracts to enable the committee to discharge
itsdutiesunder the provisionsof thissection, including contractsand other arrangements
for studies, analyses, and other serviceswith public agencies and with private persons.

11. Asused in this section, the term " covered fund" shall mean any moneys
received by the state or any political subdivison under the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, as enacted by the 111th United States Congress.

12. Thissection shall expire March 1, 2012.

37.850. 1. The commissioner of administration shall maintain the Missouri
accountability portal established in executive order 07-24 as a free, Internet-based tool
allowing citizensto demand fiscal discipline and responsibility.
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2. TheMissouri accountability portal shall consist of an easy-to-search database
of financial transactionsrelated to the pur chase of goodsand servicesand thedistribution
of fundsfor state programs.

3. TheMissouri accountability portal shall beupdated each statebusinessday and
maintained as the primary source of information about the activity of Missouri’s
gover nment.

4. Thegovernor shall submit adaily report stating all amountswithheld from the
state'soperating budget for the current fiscal year, asauthorized by articlelV, section 27
of the Missouri Constitution which shall be:

(1) Conspicuously posted on the accountability portal web site;

(2) Searchable by the amountswithheld from each individual fund; and

(3) Searchable by thetotal amount withheld from the operating budget.
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