|_\
O ©W O NO Ul A WDN

o 01k WN

FIRST REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 948

96TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE HOLSMAN.
1532L.01l D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To amend chapters 542, 565, and 575, RSMo, by adding thereto three new sections relating to
crime, with penalty provisions.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Chapters542, 565, and 575, RSM o, are amended by adding thereto three new
sections, to be known as sections 542.510, 565.093, and 575.185, to read as follows:

542.510. 1. A person commitsthe crime of abuse of the internet if such person
knowingly:

(1) And without consent of the other per son unlawfully accessesany data, images,
email, or any other information such person hasor storesin their computer; or

(2) Createsan email account, social networking profile, blog, or other computer
websitewhich purportsto bethat of another or which contains falseinformation, for the
purpose of misleading another.

2. For afirst offense abuse of theinternet isa class C misdemeanor. For a second
offense abuse of theinternet isa class B misdemeanor. For athird or subsequent offense
it isaclass A misdemeanor.

565.093. 1. A person commits the crime of criminal defamation if such person
communicatestoaperson orally, in writing, through any electronicor other computerized
means, or by any other means, infor mation, knowing theinformation to befalseand with
actual malice, tending to expose another living person to public hatred, contempt or
ridicule; tending to degrade and vilify the memory of onewhoisdead and to scandalize or
provoke surviving relatives and friends.

EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill isnot enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face typein the above bill is proposed language.



HB 948 2

7
8
9
10
11
12

© 00 ~NO 01Tk WN

B
)

2. Inall prosecutionsunder thissection thetruth of theinfor mation communicated
shall be admitted as evidence. It shall be a defense to a charge of criminal defamation if
it isfound that such matter wastrue.

3. Criminal defamation for afirst offenseisaclassC misdemeanor. For a second
offense it is a class B misdemeanor. For a third or subsequent offense it is a class A
misdemeanor .

575.185. 1. A person commitsthecrimeof failureto comply with a search warrant
seekingcomputer -related identifyinginfor mation if alaw enfor cement officer hasobtained
a sear ch warrant which seeksthe | P address of any person from a webmaster or webhost
of a social networking profile, website or blog, or has obtained a sear ch warrant which
seeksthenameand any other identifying information registered toan | P addressfrom an
| P server and such webmaster, webhost of a social networking profile, website or blog, or
I P server knowingly failsto comply with the search warrant within thirty calendar days
of thedate the search warrant is served.

2. Failureto comply with a search warrant seeking computer -related identifying
information for afirst offenseisaclass C misdemeanor. For a second offenseit isa class
B misdemeanor. For athird or subsequent offenseit isa class A misdemeanor.
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