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SECOND REGULAR SESSION
HOUSE COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR

HOUSE BILL NO. 1617

99TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

4389H.02C D. ADAM CRUMBLISS, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 208.670, 208.671, 208.673, and 208.677, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof
two new sections relating to telehealth.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 208.670, 208.671, 208.673, and 208.677, RSMo, are repealed and
two new sections enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 208.670 and 208.677, to read
as follows:

208.670. 1. As used in this section, these terms shall have the following meaning:

(1) “Consultation”, a type of evaluation and management service as defined by the
most recent edition of the Current Procedural Terminology published annually by the
American Medical Association;

(2) “Distant site”, the same meaning as such term is defined in section 191.1145;

(3) “Originating site”, the same meaning as such term is defined in section
191.1145. The department shall not restrict the originating site through rule or payment
so long as the provider can ensure services are rendered meeting the standard of care that
would otherwise be expected should such services be provided in person;

(4) “Provider”, rderc drealservices-andmentat-healthse g
allothermedtealdiseiplines| the same meaning as the term “health care provider” is defined
in section 191.1145;

[2)] (5) “Telehealth”, the same meaning as such term is defined in section 191.1145.
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EXPLANATION — Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is intended
to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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department of social services shall reimburse providers for services provided through

telehealth if such providers can ensure services are rendered meeting the standard of care
that would otherwise be expected should such services be provided in person. Payment for
services rendered via telehealth shall not depend on any minimum distance requirement
between the originating and distant site. Reimbursement for telehealth services shall be
made in the same way as reimbursement for in-person contact; however, consideration
shall also be made for reimbursement to the originating site. Reimbursement for
asynchronous store-and-forward may be capped at the reimbursement rate had the service
been provided in person. The department shall not promulgate rules or otherwise place
restrictions on providing such services via telehealth as long as the provider can ensure
services are rendered meeting the standard of care that would otherwise be expected
should such services be provided in person. The prohibition of such additional
requirements includes, but is not limited to:

(1) Requiring another individual to be present beyond the patient and provider
unless this would be required for a similar visit provided in person;

(2) Precluding any device or technology which otherwise meets HIPAA standards,
as attested to by the provider, from being used in the visit;

(3) Creating equipment and technical training requirements on either the
originating or distant site beyond basic comprehension of the operations of the equipment;
and

(4) Limitations on place of service if the standard of care can be met based on the

provider’s clinical judgment.
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to the provision of telehealth services in a school, the parent or guardian of the child shall
provide authorization for the provision of such service. Such authorization shall include
the ability for the parent or guardian to authorize services via telehealth in the school for
the remainder of the school year.
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