HB 461 -- DISPOSITION OF HUMAN REMAINS
SPONSOR:

Pfautsch

COMMITTEE ACTION: Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing Committee on
Judiciary by a vote of 17 to 0. Voted "Do Pass" by the Standing
Committee on Rules- Administrative Oversight by a vote of 9 to 0.
This bill modifies provisions regarding the death registration
process and the right of sepulcher.
The bill repeals a provision allowing the State Registrar to adopt
pilot programs or voluntary electronic death registration programs
until an electronic death registration system is certified.
An attestation from the medical provider who completed the medical
certification shall also be entered into the electronic death
registration system.
The bill repeals a provision requiring the Division of Community
and Public Health within the Department of Health and Senior
Services to create a working group for the purposes of evaluating
the electronic vital records system and submit a report on findings
to the General Assembly by January 1, 2016.
If the State Registrar determines that information on a document or
record submitted to a local registrar is incomplete, the State
Registrar shall return the records or documents with the incomplete
information to the local registrar for correction by the data
provider, funeral director, or person in charge of the final
disposition.
Currently, a list is provided, in the order of priority, of those
who have the right to control the disposition of a dead human body,
known as the next-of-kin. This bill provides that the surviving
spouse shall not be considered as next-of-kin if an action for
dissolution of marriage has been filed.
The next-of-kin of a deceased person may delegate the final
disposition of the deceased to an agent through a power of
attorney.
This bill provides that an individual with a superior claim to the
disposition of the deceased may be notified in person or by written
notice with delivery confirmation, rather than personally served
with written notice by a person with an inferior claim who has the
desire to exercise the right to control the final disposition of
the deceased.
This bill is the same as SCS HCS HB 1597 (2018).

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that this legalizes a process that has
been done for a while, and it helps streamline the death
certificate issue they have with the electronic system. Doctors
are still using paper to enter certificates and it takes a really
long time. The system helps keep funeral costs down because of the
elimination of mailing out certificates.
Testifying for the bill were Representative Pfautsch; Martin R.
Meyers, Meyers Funeral Chapels; and the Missouri Funeral Directors
Association.
OPPONENTS:

There was no opposition voiced to the committee.

