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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 1814

100TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE MCGA UGH.
3479H.021 DANA RADEMAN MILLER, ChiefClerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 50.800, 50.810, 50.815, and 50.820, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two
new sections relating to county financial statements.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 50.800, 50.810, 50.815, and 50.820, RSMo, are repealed and two
new sections enacted in licu thereof, to be known as sections 50.815 and 50.820, to read as
follows:

50.815. 1. Onor before the first Monday in March of each year, the county commission
i ] , second, third, and
fourth classifications shall, with the assistance of the county clerk or other officer responsible

of each county of the first [elass—not-having acharter form-of governmen

for the preparation of the financial statement, prepare and publish in some newspaper of
general circulation published in the county, as provided under section 493.050, a financial
statement of the county for the year ending the preceding December thirty-first.

2. The financial statement shall show at least the following;

(1) A summary of'the receipts of each fund of the county for the year;

(2) A summary of the disbursements and transfers of each fund of the county for the
year;

(3) A statement of the cash balance at the beginning and at the end of the year for each
fund of'the county;

(4) A summary of delinquent taxes and other due bills for each fund of the county;

(5) A summary of warrants of each fund of the county outstanding at the end of the year;

(6) A statement of bonded indebtedness, if any, at the beginning and at the end of the
year for each fund of the county; [and]

EXPLANATION — Matterenclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is intended
to be omitted fromthe law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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(7) A statement of the tax levies of each fund of the county for the year; and

(8) The name and current gross annual salary of each elected or appointed county
official whose salary is set by the county salary commission.

3. The financial statement need not show specific disbursements, warrants issued, or the
names of specific payees except to comply with subdivision (8) of subsection 2 of this section,
but every individual warrant, voucher, receipt, court order and all other items, records,
documents and other information which are not specn"lca]ly requlred to be retamed by the officer

or before the date of pubhcatlon of the financial statement prescribed by subsection 1 of this

section in the office of the county clerk[;-and] . The county clerk or other officer responsible
for the preparation of the financial statement shall preserve the same, shall provide an
electronic copy of the data used to create the financial statement without charge to any
newspaper requesting a copy of such data, and shall cause the same to be available for
inspection during normal business hours on the request of any person, for a period of five years
following the date of filing in his or her office, after which five-year period these records may
be disposed of according to law unless they are the subject of a legal suit pending at the
expiration of that period.

4. At the end of the financial statement, each commissioner of the county commission
and the county clerk shall sign and append the following certificate:

We, , , and , duly elected commissioners of the county

commission of County, Missouri, and 1, , county clerk of

that county, certify that the above and foregoing is a complete and correct
statement of every item of information required in section 50.815 for the year
ending December 31, [19] 20 , and we have checked every receipt
from every source and every disbursement of every kind and to whom and for
what each disbursement was made, and each receipt and disbursement is
accurately included in the above and foregoing totals. (If for any reason complete
and accurate information is not given the following shall be added to the
certificate.) Exceptions: the above report is mcomplete because proper
mformation was not available in the following records which are i the
keeping of the following officer or officers

Date
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Commissioners, County Commission

County Clerk

5. Any person falsely certifying to any fact covered by the certificate is liable on his or
her bond and is guilty of a misdemeanor and, on conviction thereof, shall be punished by a fine
of not less than two hundred dollars or more than one thousand dollars, or by confinement in the
county jail for a period of not less than thirty days nor more than six months, or by both such fine
and confinement. Any person charged with preparing the financial report who willfully or
knowingly makes a false report of any record is, in addition to the penalties otherwise provided
for in this section, guilty of a felony, and upon conviction thereof shall be sentenced to
imprisonment by the division of corrections for a term of not less than two years nor more than

five years.

50.820. 1. The statement required by section 50.815 shall be set in the standard column
width measure which will take the least space and the publisher shall file two proofs of
publication with the county commission and the commission shall forward one proof to the state
auditor and shall file the other in the office of the commission. As required by section 493.025,
a newspaper publishing the statement shall charge and receive no more than its regular
local classified advertising rate, which shall be the rate on the newspaper's rate schedule
that was offered to the public thirty days before the publication of the statement. The
county commission shall [net] pay the publisher [unti] upon the filing of proof of publication
[is-filed] with the commission [and] . After verification, the state auditor [netifies] shall notify
the commission that proof of publication has been received and that it complies with the
requirements of this section.

2. The statement shall be spread on the record of the commission and for this purpose
the publisher shall be required to furnish the commission with at least two copies of the
statement which may be [pasted-on] placed in the record.

3. The state auditor shall notify the county treasurer immediately of the receipt of the
proof of publication of the statement. After the first day of April of each year the county
treasurer shall not pay or enter for protest any warrant for the pay of any of the county

commission until notice is received from the state auditor that the required proof of publication




4. The state auditor shall prepare sample forms for financial statements required by
section 50.815 and shall [maal] provide the same to the county clerk of each county of the first
e nt] , second, third, and fourth classifications in

this state, but failure of the auditor to supply such forms shall not in any way excuse any person
from the performance of any duty imposed by this section or by section 50.815. If any county
officer fails, neglects, or refuses to comply with the provisions of this section or section 50.815
[he] , the county officer shall, in addition to other penalties provided by law, be liable on his or
her official bond for dereliction of duty.
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